
EFFECTS OF "CANNABIS SATIVA." 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE 
" INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE." 

Sir,?In an article in your July number, on some peculiar 
effects of the " Cannabis sativa," or " ehurrus" two cases are 

brought forward where it is alleged that sudden faintaess was 
induced a short time after its administration. In both the cases, 
however, morphia is said to have been given in combination, 
and doses of five minims of the tincture of cannabis only. 
In these two instances, therefore, it is very reasonably open to 
doubt how far the fainting fits were produced by the morphia. 

I have myself met with six instances of persons otherwise 

quite healthy in whom the exhibition of the smallest dose of 

opium was always followed by such an effect. But although 
in the habit of giving cannabis in doses of from fifteen to thirty 
minims, I have never ouce, in several hundred cases, seen such 
a result from its administration. 

Being so useful an agent in many forms of uterine disease 
and derangement, it is well worthy of the attention of surgeons, 
especially in this country; and undoubted exceptional effects 
well worthy of record.* 

E. B. Gardner, 
Civil yLsst. Surgeon. 

Bijnouk, August 12 th) 1866, 

* Without questioning the accuracy of Mr. Gardner's fact3 we can 

certainly recall many cases in which this drug seemed, when given 'absolute 
ly alone, to produce sensdtions of sinking, tendency to prostration and 

sometimes confusion of ideas and mental incoherence, Ed. I, JI, c 


